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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, XF, OAU, NI 
SUBJECT: ARIKPO ON MIDDLE EAST 

1. FORMER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER ARIKPO STOPPED BY 
RESIDENCE LAST EVENING (9/1 1/75). FOLLOWING ARE PRINCIPAL 
POINTS IN HOUR'S CONVERSTAION REGARDING MIDDLES EAST AND 
NEW NIGERIAN REGIME. 

2. ARIKPO SAID EGYPTIANS HAD SOUGHT NIGERIAN SUPPORT AT 

OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING IN DAR-ES-SALAAM. EGYPTIANS 
SAID THEY WERE TIRED OF CONTINUED CONFRONTATION AND COULD 
NOT AFFORD NOT TO NEGOTIATE WITH ISRAEL. THEY NEEDED HELP 
FROM RESPONSIBLE AFRICANS AGAINST ISLAMIC SUMMIT DECISION 
TO PRESS FOR EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM UN. ARIKPO PROMISED 
NIGERIAN COLLABORATION AND MADE STRONG SPEECH AGAINST EXPULSION 
THE NEXT DAY. THIS WAS ALL THAT SIERRA LEONE, ZAIRE. 

KENYA AND OTHERS NEEDED. ONCE NIGERIA HAD TAKEN THE LEAD, SUPPORT 
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FOR THE MODERATE VIEW SNOWBALLED. THE LIBYANS WERE FURIOUS WITH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


ARIKPO, BUT ACCORIDNG TO ARIKPO HE GAVE BACK AS HARD AS HE TOOK. 

AT THE SUBSEQUENT SUMMIT AT KAMPALA. THE LIBYANS OPENLY GLOATED 
WHEN WORD OF THE NIGERIAN COUP WAS RECIEVED, TO THE DISGUST OF 
MANY OTHER DELEGATIONS. INCLUDING THE ZAIROIS, WHO WITH OTHERS 
SUCCEEDED IN HOLDING OFF ANY SWINB/BACK TOWARD EXPULSION. 

(ARIKPO NONETHELESS CASTIGATED ZAIRE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER 
BULA AS VIOLENT, IRRATIONAL AND "DANGEROUS.") 

3. ARIKPO SAID NIGERIA HAD BEEN FOR SOME TIME IN THE FORE FRONT 
OF A SIGNIFICANT AND GROWING MEMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHO 
BELIEVED AFRICA WAS BEING TAKEN FOR A RIDE BY SWALLOWING THE 
NON-ALIGNED CONSENSUS. (I'M NOT SURE HE MIXED HIS METAPHORS 
THAT BADLY.) HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE THE NEW NIGERIAN REGIME WOULD 
SWALLOW IT EITHER BUT HE ADMITTED IT WAS TOO EARLY TO BE SURE. 

AS FOR THE CURRENT DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT, HE CONSIDERED IT 

A MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT AND COULD NOT ANTICIPATE ANY OTHER REACTION 
FROM THE NEW NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT. 

4. ARIKPO BELIEVES NEW REGIME WILL EVENTUALLY GET AROUND TO 
TAKING AN INTEREST IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAYS THEY ARE ALREADY 
SENSITIVE ON THIS SCORE BECAUSE GOWON 

WAS SO GOOD IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA AND BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAT 
HIS OVERTHROW HAS BEEN GENERALLY DISAPPROVED BY MOST AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES. THEY WILL NONETHELESS CONCENTRATE FOR THE TIME 
BEING ON INTERNAL MATTERS, AS INDDEED GOWON HAD LET 
THINGS SLIDE ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT AND 
THIS IS WHERE THEY CAN EXPECT TO MAKE AN 
IMPRESSIVE SHOW AT LEAST IN THE SHORT RUN. NIGERIANS STILL 
IMMATURE AS A NATION, THEREFORE HAVE ACCEPTED NEW REGIME 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY AND UNCRITICALLY. NEW LEADERS EQUALLY YOUNG 
AND IMMATURE AND MAY TAKE RASH ACTIONS, BUT THEY APPEAR 
NONETHESLESS CLEARYY COMMITETTED TO EFFICIENT AND CLEAN 
MANAGEMENT OF THE COUNTRY'S AFFAIRS. 

5. ARIKPO SAID HE HOPED TO RETIRE TO HIS HOMELAND IN CALABAR 
IN THE NEAR FURURE BUT FOR THE TIME BEING WAS LODGED 
GRATIS IN THE CHANCELLOR'S SUITE AT LAGOS UNIVERSITY. WHERE 
HE ONCE TAUGHT CHEMISTRY. HE DISPLAYED NEITHER REMORSE NOR 
BITTERNESS. HE SAID HE FOUND IT REFRESHING TO BE ABLE ONCE 
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AGAIN AFTER MANY YEARS TO CALL ON FRIENDS WITHOUT CONCERN FOR 
PROTOCOL. 

EASUM 
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